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NEBRASK~'S 
AGRICULTURE 
Extension work in "Agriculture, Home Economics and subjects 
relating thereto," The Cooperative Extension Service, Institute 
II 
'" '" Ill 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska- Lincoln, 
Cooperating with the Counties and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Leo E. Lucas, Director 
The Cooperati ve E xtension S ervice p ro v ides information 
an d educational programs to al l people w it he ut r egard 
to race , color or national or ig i n . 
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Nebraska's AGRICULTURE 
Duane A. Olsen 11 
and 
Ralph D. Johnson2/ 
Nebraska is one of the nation's leading agricultural states. During 
1970-76, Nebraska consistently ranked among the nation's top five 
states in measures of agricultural output (Table 1 ). 
Table 1. Measures of agricultural output. 
Great Northern beans production 
Alfalfa meal production 
Popcorn production 
Fed cattle & calves marketed 
Commercial cattle slaughter 
Commercial livestock slaughter 
all species 
Sorghum silage production 
Sorghum grain production 
All cattle & calves - Jan. 1, 1977 
Beef cows & heifers that have 
calves - Jan. 1, 1977 
Corn for grain production 
Dry edible bean production 
All hay production 
Rye production 
1976 Output 
1,275,000 cwt 
655,100 tons 
165,750,000 lb 
3,458,000 head 
5,006,000 head 
6,115 million lb 
600,000 tons 
119,700,000 bu 
6,450,000 
2,082,000 
514,600,000 bu 
1,980,000 cwt 
6,163,000 tons 
1,020,000 bu 
Source: Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Annual Report 1975. 
11 Agricultural Ex tension Economist (RCD) . 
21 Agricultural Economist, Economic Research Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
stationed at Nebraska Institute of Agriculture & Natural Resources. 
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Agriculture Is Nebraska's Major Industry 
Agriculture is Nebraska's principal industry. Consequently, in-
come is closely linked to agricultural earnings. Annual cash receipts 
from crops and livestock increased nearly 200 percent ( 186)-from 
1,355 to 3,876 million dollars-from 1965 to 1975. An examination 
of farm production expenses points out the interdependence of 
agriculture and the non-farm sector of Nebraska's economy (Figure 
1). 
Value of Products Sold 
$3,693,721,000 
Crops 
41.8% 
Livestock 
57.5% 
Farm Production Expenses 
$2,817,113,000 
(76.3% of the value of 
products sold) 
5.1% 
& Machines 
Fertilizer & 4.9% 
Chemicals 
9.1% 
Figure 1. Nebraska agricultural sales and expenses, 1974. Source : 1974 U.S. 
Census of Agriculture, Preliminary Reports. 
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Nebraska's Population 
Changes in Nebraska's population have been closely related to 
changes taking place on its farms and ranches. Improved technology 
has allowed agriculture to reduce its labor requirements; and as a 
consequence there has been a shift toward off-farm employment. 
The state's population has become increasingly urbanized. From 
1950 to 1970 the proportion of Nebraskans living in urban places of 
2,500 or more rose from 46.9 to 61.5 percent. 
Immigration has also had an effect upon Nebraska's population. 
People moving into Nebraska during the early 1970's have outnum-
bered those who moved away for the first time since the 1930's. 
Consequently, the 1976 preliminary population estimate of 
1,552,858 Nebraskans is 4.5 percent above the 1970 estimate (Table 
2). 
Table 2. Nebraska population changes and its components. 
Decade Change in Natural Net 
Population Increase migration 
1930-39 -62,129 112,471 -174,600 
1940-49 9,676 139,270 ·129,594 
1950-59 85,820 201,518 -115,698 
1960-69 73,909 147,200 - 73,291 
1970-75 55,381 54,681 1,700 
Source: 1975 Statistical Report, Bureau of Vital Statistics, State Department of 
Health, Lincoln, NE 
Nebraska had 19.4 people per square mile in 1970 compared 
with 57.5 for the nation. In the extensive dryland farming areas in 
the west and in the rangeland areas in the Sandhills, the population is 
often less than two people per square mile. Greater population 
densities characterize the more intensified farming and urban 
counties (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2. Nebraska's population density: 1969. 
less than 2.0 people per square mile. 
2.0·9.9 people per square mile. 
10.0·49.9 people per square mile. 
50.0 or more people per square mile. 
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Agriculture's Varied Characteristics 
There were 68,973 Nebraska farms and ranches in 1974 
according to the Preliminary Agricultural Census-4% percent below 
the 1969 estimate. 1/ This continues the steady decline from the 
134,000 reported in 1935. Since the amount of land in farms has 
remained stable, at slightly more than 48 million acres, the average 
size has steadily grown. Nebraska farms and ranches averaged 672 
acres in 1974, well above the national average of 417 acres. 
In 1974, Nebraska's farm and ranch operators averaged 50.8 
years of age. One in 5 were tenants, 36 percent were part owners, 
and 44 percent owned all of the land they farmed or ranched. 
Individual or family controlled organizations represent 90 percent of 
the "commercial" farms and ranches, those with annual sales of at 
least $2,500, partnerships accounted for nearly 8 percent, and 2 
percent were organized as corporations, including those that are 
family owned (Table 3). 
Table 3. Size distribution of Nebraska's commercial farms and ranches81 
Land area Economic class 
Farm numbers Annual sales Farm 
Area 1974 1969 1974 1974 
1·9 acres 2,198 1,464 $ 2,500 to 4,999 4,857 
10-49 acres 1,901 1,022 5,000 to 9,999 7,439 
50-179 acres 12,150 11,403 10,000 to 19,999 11 ,473 
180-499 acres 24,305 28,445 20,000 to 39,999 15,773 
500·999 acres 12,307 12,151 40,000 to 99,999 15,766 
1 000-1 999 acres 5,641 5,440 100,000 or more 6,933 
At least 2000 acres 3,739 3,460 
a/"Commercial" refers to those with annual sales of $2,500 and over. 
11The U.S. Census of Agriculture defines a farm as a place of 10 acres with annual sales of at 
least $250, or a place of more than 10 acres with at least $50 in sales each year. 
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Numbers 
1969 
1,108 
12,114 
17,691 
15,902 
10,570 
THE DYNAMICS OF NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE 1969- 1974. 
Source: 1969-1974 Census of Agriculture, Preliminary Reports 
1974 1969 Change 
Crop acres 22,141 '139 22,222,858 0.4% 
Cropland harvested 16,116,338 14,022,810 + 14.9% 
Irrigated acres 3,918,325 2,857,247 + 37.0% 
Value of farmland 
and buildings (OQQ) 13,219,636 7,076,220 + 86.8% 
Value of farmland 
and buildings per 
farm 191,664 97,931 + 95.7% 
Farm production 
expense (000) 2,817,113 1,759,085 + 60.1% 
Purchased feed 586,227 308,620 + 90.0% 
Gas. fuel and oil 
costs 142,947 77,025 + 85.6% 
Fertilizer costs 204,868 74,977 +173.2% 
Chemicals including 
lime 51,869 20,923 +147.9% 
Value of aa. oroducts 
sold (000) 3,693,721 2,147,860 + 72.0% 
Farm numbers by size 
Under 1 0 acres 4,134 3,968 + 4.2% 
1 0 to 49 acres 3,953 3,113 + 27.0% 
50 to 1 79 acres 14,039 14,468 3.0% 
180 to 499 acres 24,924 29,380 15.2% 
500 to 999 12,421 12,324 + 0.8% 
1000 to 1999 5,719 5,495 + 4.1% 
2000 or more 3,783 3,509 + 7.8% 
Agricultural Efficiency 
During the years 1950 to 1972, relatively cheap energy, along 
with technical and biological advances, enabled U. S. agriculture to 
increase its total output 51 percent and productivity per acre by 67 
percent. With increased efficiency and higher prices U.S. agricultural 
exports have increased from $6.3 billion in the last half of the 1960's 
(1965-1969) to $11.3 billion per year in the first half of the 1970's 
(1970-1974) (Figure 3). 
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U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS: COMMERCIAL 
AND UNDER GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 
$ BIL. 
0 ~~~~~~~~~~--~--~--~~~~~~---J 
1965 1967 1969 1971 1973 1975 1977 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30 
USDA NEG. ERS 5366-76 !9) 
Figure 57 
U.S. agricultural exports: Commercial and under Government 
programs, 1965· 76 
Year ending 
June 30 
1965 .... . 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 . 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 •• • • 0 0 • • 
1966 ..... 0 •••••• 0 • •• ••• • •• • • 0 •• 0 •• 0 •• 
1967 .. 0 ......................... . 
1968 ... 0. 0 •• 0 0 •• •• • • • • 0 •••• 0 0 •• •• 0 0 . 0 
1969 ..... 0 ••• 0 . . . . . . . • • 0 •• 0 •• 0 . 
1970 ........ 0 0 • • 0 • • 0 . 
1971 .... . 0 •• • • 0. • 0 •• 0 • • 0 • • 0. 
1972 ... 0 . 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0. 0 • • 0 0. 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 •• • • 
1973 ..... 0 •••••••• • •• 0 • • 0. 
1974 ......... 0 .... . • • 0 •• 0 •• 0 •• 
1975. .. . . 0 . 0 0 • • 0 . 0 
1976 . ... ... ... . .. 
1 Preliminary. 
Commercial 
Million 
dollars 
4,501 
5,359 
5,513 
5,086 
4 ,776 
5,650 
6,674 
6,922 
11,864 
20,350 
20,364 
21,100 
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Government Total agricul-
programs tural exports 
Million Million 
dollars dollars 
1,596 6,097 
1,388 6,747 
1,308 6,821 
1,297 6,383 
1 ,050 5,826 
1,068 6,718 
1,079 7,753 
1,124 8,046 
1,038 12,902 
943 21,293 
1,214 21 ,578 
'1 ,047 '22,147 
While the efficiency measures presented in Figures 4-9 are not 
available for a specific state, they are considered indicative of what 
has happened in Nebraska. 
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USDA 
CROP PRODUCTION PER ACRE 
AND CROPLAND USED FOR CROPS 
80L-~~~L-~~--L-~~--L-~~--~~~--~~o~~~ 
1960 1963 1966 1969 1972 1975 1978 
/:l..pR£L/MINA RY. 
MIL WORKERS 
10 
8 
Total 
FARM 
EMPLOYMENT 
ANNUAL AVERAGES 4-PROJECTION BASED ON JANUARY AND APRIL DATA. 
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FARM-FOOD MARKETING BILL AND -.~. · 
CONSUMER FOOD EXPENDITURES 
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FOR DOMESTIC FARM FOODS PURCHASED BY CIVILIAN CONSUMERS FOR CONSUMPTION BOTH AT HOME 
ANDAWAYFROMHOME. il.PRELIMINARY. 
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